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MAKING ROOM AT THE TOP – VIRGINIA TECH WINS TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS PRESEASON CLASSIC
     It’s become a routine in college riding…  It’s PreSeason Classic time, which means a new beginning for everyone, an equal chance for every team to be champions in the new season.  In reality, we have to go back five years to find a time when the PreSeason Classic was not won by either Mount Holyoke or Virginia Intermont - that also has become routine.  

     But by all indications 2009 is the start of a new era when the competition is equalizing across the board.  The 2009 PreSeason Classic saw a half-dozen different leaders and a final score that had the top 7 teams separated by only 6 points.  As the last horse walked out the gate, Virginia Tech’s 29 points stood atop the scoreboard, and the Hokies won their first Tournament of Champions show ever.  
      Tech was paced by blue ribbons from Paige Messick and Anna Norwood, with Norwood’s win coming late in the show with the game on the line.  New coach Sherri West has the Hokies riding like never before, making for an interesting year in a region where Intermont has been the Regional Champion for the better part of two decades.  
     Coach Sarah Irvine’s Bridgewater College team is likewise taking their place among the top guns with a 27 point Reserve Champion performance, and Berry College and SCAD found their highest finishes ever in Tournament of Champions competition.  
     Berry held the lead at one point in the day, to the surprise of many, but it shouldn’t come as a surprise to those who have paid close attention to collegiate Nationals in recent years.  Berry has been flirting with the “Top 6” spots several times in past three or fours years at Nationals, and coach Margaret Knight has quietly made Berry one of top teams in the South. 
      Savannah College of Art and Design is becoming the team that IHSA insiders knew they would become.  In her second year coaching SCAD after well over a decade with Centenary College, Coach Andrea Wells certainly knows what it takes to build one of the top riding programs in the nation, and “those in the know” know that she’ll do it again at SCAD.  
     Host Hollins University was also a leader for a good part of the show before falling off the pace late in the day.  A profile of consistency, Coach Sandy Gerald’s Hollins Teams Green and Gold tied with 23 points apiece, and outlasted Mount Holyoke by virtue of the tie breaker – fences points –all while working the show and preparing horses for everyone else.  

      By far, the top individual performance of the day came from Hollins’ Kate Furches, who won both the open flat and open fences for her team before winning the Tournament of Champions Medal class for herself, riding Hollins’ horse Piece of the Rock.  Emily Wolek of Bridgewater also had a good day, with a 3rd in open flat and 1st over fences, before taking Reserve Champion in the Medal.  Holyoke’s Lindsay Sceats and SCAD’s Kelse Bonham were 3rd and 4th in the Medal

      In all, coaches agreed this may have been one of the best Tournament shows ever, with fabulous horses from Hollins, Bridgewater, Randolph, and Virginia Intermont.  The show was very efficiently managed by Jim and Gwen Arrigon of Beckett Run Inc, Hamilton Ohio; and course designer Sandy Gerald provided interesting and challenging jump courses to test one of the most competitive fields of teams in recent memory.  Judge Bob Crandall, USEF “R” from Baltimore, moved quickly through the classes.
      The show was hosted by the Hollins University Riding Center, perched atop a ridge with a 360-degree view of the Blue Ridge Mountains.  The beautiful view and a warm sunny day in the mountains made a memorable trip to Roanoke for all the teams involved.
      Teams now begin their IHSA schedules, looking forward to the upcoming Holiday Tournament of Champions show, December 5 at Centenary College in New Jersey, then the conclusion of the Tournament of Champions series with the Winter Classic at the University of Mary Washington in Virginia, January 30, 2010.  The Series Championship will be awarded after the Winter Classic, with top honors going to the highest combination of points from the Holiday Tournament plus one other tournament.  Virginia Intermont is the defending Tournament of Champion Series Champion.  

TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS PRESEASON CLASSIC

Champion:
Virginia Tech – 29 points

Reserve Ch.
Bridgewater College – 27  (Bridgewater, VA)

3rd – 

Berry College, 25  (Rome, GA)
4th

Savannah College of Art & Design – 24  (Savannah, GA)

5th

Hollins University, Green Team -  23 (Roanoke, VA)

6th 

Hollins University Gold Team – 23



Mount Holyoke College  - 23 (South Hadley, MA)



Berry College B team – 21



College of Charleston – 21  (Charleston SC)



Goucher College – 16  (Baltimore, MD)



Sweet Briar College – 19  (Sweet Briar, VA)



Virginia Intermont College – 19  (Bristol, VA)



Bridgewater B team – 17 


Mount Holyoke B team – 13



Lynchburg College – 10  (Lynchburg, VA)



College of Charleston B team – 10



Virginia Tech B team – 9


Randolph College – 9  (Lynchburg, VA)



University of Mary Washington – 8 (Fredericksburg, VA)



Virginia Intermont College B team – 7 

TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPONS MEDAL

Champion:
Kate Furches, Hollins University
Res. Champ
Emily Wolek, Bridgewater College

3rd

Lindsay Sceats, Mount Holyoke

4th 

Kelse Bonham, SCAD

5th 

Paige Messick, Virginia Tech

6th 

Brooke Cole, Bridgewater

7th

Brett Flower, Virginia Tech

8th

Rebecca L’Heureux, Mary Washington

9th 

Karli Postel, Goucher

10th 

Gillian Baird, Randolph

11th

Lizzie Kerron, Randolph

12th 

Lindsay Irvin, Berry
