BECKETT RUN OUTFITTING GUIDELINES
Ours is a sport of conservative tradition, and judges expect to see classic, well-tailored fit, colors, and styles that make you look tall and thin and don’t draw attention away from your horse.  What’s more, styles that work in hunters don’t necessarily work for equitation.  No offense intended, but much of what you see in the Quarter horse, 4H, open show ring won’t work, period.  I can say that… My kids rode quarter horses and 4H for a time, and I’ve seen the good, the bad, and the ugly.  Don’t be offended if I tell you that you need something else. 
FOR LESSONS:

     The winner looks and acts like a winner, even in practice!  Here’s what I expect you to wear for lessons... No exceptions!

· ASTM/SEI approved helmet.  You can wear your show helmet if you want, or have a separate practice helmet – it’s going to get pretty grimy, especially in the summer.  (You can borrow a helmet from the school helmets if you want).  

· Wear jeans (or khakis) and half-chaps. Full chaps will be allowed only in the dead of winter when you need them for warmth.  Traditional breeches (no full-seat breeches) and tall boots are also good for practice.  Nothing else is acceptable.  
· Wear breeches and show boots for lessons (if at all possible) the week before every show.  It is useful to have at least two pairs of breeches so you don’t need to worry about having time to have them cleaned again before the show.

· If your shirt hangs longer than your beltline, it must be tucked into pants.  Nothing baggy, floppy, etc.  Consider how your top reflects upon your posture.
· If you wear a jacket, it should be short and close fitting.  Nothing puffy or long.  Best idea is to just wear your team jacket!  Vests are good for colder weather.

· Hair must be up under helmet in paddies as it will be in the show.  Have a hair net – we’ll show you what to do with it if you don’t know.  No pig-tails, pony-tails, etc.

· Have gloves.  You’ll be sorry when you need them and don’t have them.  Don’t practice in your show gloves – not very durable.  Get some sturdy schooling gloves - some ride in football gloves or soccer gloves- durable, cheap and sticky!  Matt rides in plain old tan leather work gloves – very durable and long-lasting, and comparably inexpensive at Lowes!

· No phones or texting during lessons.  Period.

· You can wear sunglasses if you want, unless they’re goofy.

FOR SHOW

      Proper show outfitting is absolutely essential.  You make a first impression when you walk in the ring, based partly on your turnout.  The brands, colors, and especially the FIT tells the judge that you are serious about your sport.  Judging collegiate shows, I have found myself separating numbers on the judges card already as they walk in the gate, based on that first impression at the walk.  
     I know this stuff is expensive, but my job is to give you your best chance to win – it is an investment in your success.  Let us help you choose something that will really help you – choosing fit of your boots, breeches, coat, helmet that works for your individual body type.  Don’t be offended if I say you need to get a different color, different size, brand, etc – I’m trying to help you.  Here’s what I expect for shows...

BREECHES

     Best bet is standard color “Tailored Sportsman” breeches.  2-way or 4-way stretch is acceptable – your choice.   “Ariat” or comparable breeches are also good, but color MUST be standard Tailored Sportsman khaki color – no white, grey, brown, or anything else.  Tailored Sportsman look-alikes are acceptable for the beginner levels if you don’t want to spend as much, but you’ll need the real thing eventually.  Must have side-zip – front zip with back pockets are boy pants.
     Breeches should be loose enough that they’ll hold a nice crease down the leg – no butt-hugging pants!  If they are a little big in the waist you can cinch them up with a belt.  One of the best things about Tailored Sportsmans is they are easy to alter in seat and waist.  Make sure the lower leg fits – too tight in the calf will be uncomfortable, and too big will rub sores on your leg.  Too short will ride up, but too long and the knee patch doesn’t fit right on your knee.
COAT

     I like a tight fitting hunt coat because if makes you sit up and have better posture.  Most people buy their coats too big, which makes them look frumpy; or too long, which just looks like it would get in the way of your ride.  You need your coat to fit like it was custom tailored for you.  Different brands fit differently – I won’t recommend a brand because it really depends on your body type.  

     If you have only one hunt coat, it needs to be blue.  It can have a pin stripe or window pane check – I like that – but is should be basically navy.  The stripe or check should disappear at a distance so it just looks blue.  Judges will expect you to respect the formality of Nationals by wearing blue coat and white shirt, so you’ll need that for Nationals.  Browns, tans and greys are technically not acceptable for equitation, and will absolutely not be allowed once you get to Regionals, Zones, Nationals.  
SHIRT

     You absolutely must have a long-sleeved hunt shirt – even in the summer -- no short sleeves!  If you have only one shirt, it should be white – that’s the formal look we’ll want for the big shows like Nationals.  For regular shows you don’t have to stick to white – tasteful, subdued colors make you stick out in the judge’s mind.  I love some of the colors or striped or checked shirts, especially if it is a color that brings out the stripe in your coat.  Just remember that for Nationals I might ask you to wear white.
      NO dark colors, no textured fabrics.  No sparkly crap on the collar, etc.  Period.
      No choker pins.  Once the standard, pins are extremely old-fashioned and a safety issue – they can come loose and stab you in the throat in a fall!  Bummer, dude.
     Instead, you can get embroidered monogram on your collar.  Pretty much anything is acceptable as long as it is small enough to disappear at a distance.  Most get initials, but Hallie has some with her full name, or even with Disney characters or whatever.  If you take your collar to an embroiderer, make absolutely, positively sure they understand the exact location and orientation of the monogram.  I’ve seen them embroidered upside down, inside out, not centered, etc.  Ruined!  
     The more recent fashion is to have nothing on the collar.  That’s fine too.
BOOTS

     You need tall, tight “field” boots.  Field boots have the toe cap and laces, as opposed to “dress boots” that are smooth on the foot.  More than anything else… They must FIT!!  Ask for help if you need it.  Ariat is the brand with which we have had the most luck finding a good fit for a wide variety of riders.  Best advice… they must be tall enough!  Your new boots should be uncomfortable behind your knee for awhile till they break in.  Even custom boots don’t always fit to my satisfaction, because some boot salesmen don’t understand that they fit differently when you bend your knee to ride.  Be sure you’re measured sitting down.  “Spanish tops” are the best bet – the flared fenders that scoop up higher on the outside edge of the boot, making them look even taller than they are.
     Most riders get the back zipper, which makes them fit better because the boot can be cut more closely to the ankle than boots that need to be pulled on and off.  Just be careful with the zipper – kids are always having trouble breaking zippers at the horse show.  Carry a roll of black electrical tape in your boot bag in case the zipper breaks just as you’re going into the ring. 

      There are a lot of good brands, but try on the BEST brand before you buy so you can see the difference.  Most of our people have had very good luck with Ariat because they have a HUGE variety of size variations of foot, height, width, calf.   They’re expensive though – anywhere from $350 to $600 depending where you find them.  Some of our kids have spent more on Ariat off-the-racks than others have spent on custom boots!   

     A GREAT source of customs:  La Mundial Boot and Shoe – an Equadorian company that has sales reps at a lot of big American venues, including Kentucky Horse Park.  Visit  www.la-mundial.com and look at “junper” boots or contact  lamunial@andinanet.net , 561-459-4943 or cell 817-734-6378.  My friend ordered some and LOVES them – soft leather, perfect fit, no break-in, and inexpensive compared to most customs.  I’m told they top out at $580, but start less. The down side: 12 week turnaround to make them.   
HELMET – ASTM or SEI is the testing certification that ensures the safety of the helmet.  Try several different brands and see what fits best and looks best on your body.  There are definitely certain styles that are old fashioned and not appropriate, so stick to the following models.  Acceptable helmets range from about $400 to $150 – just get one that fits well and looks good on you.  GPA’s are more expensive than the Charles Owens.  International is the budget brand.
     My favorite, and the most popular trend right now is the “Charles Owen” Wellington Pro, or the less expensive second alternative, the GR8.  Don’t get the contrasting grey stripe on the Owens – I prefer black on black, and that is the most popular generally.  The Charles Owen – in my opinion – is better tested, better designed, more durable than the GPA.  Owen is less expensive and has definitely been the better seller in the past couple years, so it seems people agree with me.  The traditional Owen is the black velvet Hampton Hat -  I would stay away from it... viewed as old-fashioned.
     The GPA has been the standard for the past ten years, and is attractive and well made in any of the styles they make.  It is expensive, but nice.  
     The International Helmet Company makes a knock off lookalike of both the GPA and the Owens.  They are fully tested and meet the ASTM standards, and are much less expensive than the others.  I’ll be honest… I would spend the extra money on the real thing – I’ve never found a kid who didn’t wish they had spent the extra money after about a year.  

     No other brands are really appropriate.  EVERYone in the equitation ring wears one of those three brands.  
     Advice on fit...  the owner of Charles Owen told me that something like 90% of all helmets in use are too big to be fully protective.  It will NOT be comfortable when it is new – you need to break it in to make it fit your head.  Your helmet should be tight enough to distend your eyebrows if you pull the bill up – even after it is broken in.  If it rocks on your head it is too big.  Little microscopic air bubbles in the styrofoam break and collapse to make a custom fit to your head after you’ve worn it a few times.  If your helmet is too big, the bubbles don’t break and there is no custom fit.  Your helmet is not too small unless it gives you a headache.  You should try on the helmet in the store with your hair up under your helmet to make sure it can be done, but then you can break it in for a few days without your hair to make it more comfortable.  
GLOVES should be plain black leather.  Period.  End of discussion.  Any other color, or fabric instead of leather, is inappropriate.  Going without gloves is even more inappropriate.  

BELT can be whatever you like, within reason.  For whatever reason… the tradition is to wear a brown leather belt with your black boots and gloves (I don’t make the rules), but in recent years riders have begun wearing anything.  The most popular is probably the classic needle pointed belt, or even something with silver conchos, etc.  Whatever is fine , but you CAN’T go without a belt – I know judges who will ding you for not having a belt.  You think you can’t see, but when your coat flaps up as you canter past the judge, he can see!
HAIR should be completely under helmet in paddies over your ears.  If you don’t know what to do, bring two hair nets and some bobby pins and we’ll show you.  No buns, no pony tails, no pig tails.

NUMBER will be tied on with a number string.  If your coat is a little loose in the waist you can tighten it slightly with your number string.  No pins.  
BLING is pretty much non-existent in the hunter equitation ring.  Makeup should be very minimal.  No visible jewelry.  You can wear small ear rings.  Bracelets or watches need to hide under your cuffs.  Rings are covered by gloves.  NO facial piercings!  Call me old fashioned if you want, but you’ll have to remove your nose ring and eyebrow stud when you show.  No bling on helmet – no colored stripes, rhinestones, etc.  Conservative thumb rule…  If they didn’t wear it 20 years ago, you don’t wear it today.  

WHERE TO SHOP?

     There are unlimited places on the internet to shop for breeches, shirt, gloves, belt, even helmet – once you know the good brands and know what size you wear -  but it is nearly impossible to buy a coat or boots without trying them on because every brand and even each garment fits a little bit differently.  Some even have good luck buying on EBay.

     In Cincinnati, the best store is McCauleys Saddlery, Wards Corner Road and I-275, Indian Hill.  They know how we like things to fit and will not let you buy something inappropriate.  Another good choice is Tack Trunk, Rt 42 south of Lebanon, Ohio.  Under new ownership the past couple years, they are making a pretty good run at McCauleys recently.
     I always encourage people to first shop our friends Jon and Liz at Tack 2 You – 513/260-8802.  They have a mobile tack shop that makes the circuit of local shows.  They carry a pretty good variety of quality used show clothes and boots at prices about half of new.  They also carry new merchandise in inexpensive buyouts and knockoff brands.  If you can find what you need from Jon you can do pretty well.  They know how we want things to fit and won’t let you go wrong.  They have no store, but can be found at many local shows – including many of ours – or will even come out to the farm once a year.  Call them – sometimes they even park the trailer here on the farm so they may surprise you!
THE FOLLOWING PHOTOS MAKE A GREAT DESCRIPTIVE COMPARISON.
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Photo credits to Marie Thyssen and Sandy Strack, Horse & Rider magazine, May 2004.
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EXAMPLE OF POORLY DRESSED RIDER:


     Rider has a very old-fashioned velvet helmet with brown strap.  Her hair hanging out of her helmet is sloppy and inappropriate – needs a couple hair nets and some bobby pins.  Her coat is a bad color and too big – makes her look frumpy and slouchy.  Shirt color is too bright, and collar is too big.  Collar pin is inappropriate and unsafe.  Breeches are a bad color and too tight.  Boots are too short, too baggy around the ankle(probably don’t have a zipper), and are a dress boot instead of field boot, all making the leg appear shorter than it is.  On top of it all, she forgot her gloves!  This girl screams open show!





EXAMPLE OF A WELL DRESSED EQUITATION RIDER:


   In contrast, this rider has the more popular style striped helmet  - she actually is wearing the cheaper International helmet – my 3rd choice of brand.  Her hair is neatly under her helmet in “paddies”.  She has a plain white shirt, with a small embroidered monogram.  Her conservative blue coat fits pretty well, although I might try to shorten the hem.  Thumb rule: when you sit in the saddle, the hem should just touch the seat.  Her breeches are an appropriate color – appear to be Tailored Sportsmans – and are not as tight as the other girl’s.  Her field style boots fit closer to her leg, especially in the ankle, where the other girl’s boots were too baggy and short.  Notice the “Spanish top” that makes the boots look even taller, making her leg appear longer and thinner.  Her black leather gloves are appropriate. 
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